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All for the Kids and Community . . .
HCS Completes $6.9M Capital Project
Thank You for Your Support!
Meeting the changing needs of our community while assuring that our children are successful and prepared to be tomorrow’s leaders!
Hancock Central School District
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Superintendent’s Message
Hello, friends. The long, dark, cold days of winter will soon
be transforming into bright, colorful and warm days of spring.
Similarly, in very short order, students, faculty and staff at HCS
will be preparing for check point New York State Assessments
in ELA and math for grades 3-8 as well as Regents exams in
June. Amazingly, another school year is flying by.
The Winter 2017 Edition of the Hancock Wildcat News
highlights the recently completed $6.9M capital project that was
passed by resident voters in December of 2014. As a reminder,
this project included major upgrades to the District’s technology
network and infrastructure, paving footprint, boiler replacement
and the addition of safety vestibules in the middle/high school
and elementary school buildings, ceiling and lighting upgrades
to the middle/high school building, heating and air cooling
upgrades to the elementary school building, and a complete
resurfacing and expansion to the physical education/field hockey/

Call Me!

With Facebook, Twitter, texting and the countless other communication tools at our fingertips we have certainly embraced all
the advantages that come with this new technology. Nonetheless,
the best way to communicate within the Hancock School District
is to call us.
When you need clarification, additional information, have a
pressing question or any commendations or concerns, the best
practice is to call the Main Office of your child’s school.
Classroom or course specific questions can be directed to your

FOR QUESTIONS ABOUT
Academics
Athletics
Behavior
BOE Policies
Budget
Building Use
Cafeteria
Classroom Procedures
Co-Curricular
Facilities
Health Office
Scheduling
Special Education
Transportation

CONTACT INFORMATION

1ST CONTACT
Teacher
Coach
Teacher

child’s teacher via a call to the Main Office. Email can be effective when reaching out to school officials, but in most cases it is
best to use when scheduling a phone call or face-to-face meeting.
The dialogue that can be established via a phone call cannot
be duplicated via text or an email. The best place to start for all
school related inquires is your child’s principal.
The following communications chart is a tool we hope parents
will consult when attempting to contact the School District on
the following issues.

2ND CONTACT

Guidance Counselor
Athletic Director
Director of Pupil Personnel/
PK-12 Principal
District Clerk
Superintendent
Business Administrator
Business Manager
PK-12 Principal
Supt. Buildings & Grounds
Café Manager
PK-12 Principal
Teacher
PK-12 Principal
Advisor
PK-12 Principal
Supt. Bldg. & Gr.
Superintendent
Building Nurse
PK-12 Principal
Teacher
Guidance Counselor
Teacher
Director of Pupil Personnel
Bus Driver
Transportation Director

Elementary School Office.......................................... 637-1219
Middle/High School Office........................................ 637-1305
CSE Office..................................................................637-1315
Food Service Office................................................... 637-1320
Superintendent’s Office.............................................. 637-1301
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softball field. Finally, all of the equipment at the elementary
school playground has been replaced with state of the art pieces
and the playing surface expanded. None of this could have been
accomplished without the community’s support. Thank you!
The Board of Education, administrative team and I are deep
into the process of developing the proposed 2017-2018 spending
plan. And while all projections remain tentative at this time, we
remain highly optimistic that next year’s budget will continue to
maintain and reinforce our continuing commitment to providing
first-rate educational programs at an extremely affordable price
to local taxpayers.
Thank you once again for your ongoing support and please
accept my very best wishes for continued happiness and prosperity as we strive to take care of our kids!
Respectfully,
Terrance P. Dougherty, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools

3RD CONTACT

4TH CONTACT

PK-12 Principal
PK-12 Principal
Superintendent

Superintendent
Superintendent

Board of Education
Superintendent
Supt. Secretary
Superintendent
Superintendent
Superintendent
Superintendent
PK-12 Principal
PK-12 Principal
Superintendent

Board of Ed.
Superintendent

Superintendent
Superintendent

Elementary School Health Office............................. 637-1220
Middle/High School Health Office............................637-1310
Transportation Department...................................... 637-5322
Buildings and Grounds..............................................637-1313
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Amber Dennis Assumes Interim HCS
Director of Pupil Personnel Duties

Mrs. Amber Dennis will be
serving as the Interim Director of
Pupil Personnel effective February 1
through June 30, 2017. Amber is
replacing Gary Williams who left
HCS to accept a similar position at
the Sidney Central School District.
While serving as the Interim DPP,
Mrs. Dennis will completing her
administrative internship and will
receive no additional compensation from the District.
Most recently, Mrs. Dennis taught middle school English
Language Arts. Amber earned her BS in elementary education
from SUNY College at Oneonta, MSED in special education
from Binghamton University, and advanced credits toward school
administrator certification from Canisius College in Buffalo.
Superintendent Terrance Dougherty noted “we are thrilled
to have Amber working in a leadership capacity for the District
as she brings a wealth of experience, expertise and knowledge
to the table.”
Mrs. Dennis and her husband, Ray, reside in Fishs Eddy.
Congratulations, Amber!
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Paul Bartholomew Promoted to
Building Maintenance Mechanic II

Mr. Paul Bartholomew will be
serving as the Building Maintenance
Mechanic II, formally known as the
Superintendent of Buildings and
Grounds, effective January 30, 2017.
Paul is replacing Frank Seely who
retired on January 1.
Paul is a long-time resident and
employee of the school district.
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t Te r r a n c e
Dougherty noted “we are thrilled to have Paul working in a
leadership capacity for the District as he has been an outstanding
employee over the course of his career.”
Mr. Bartholomew and his wife, Robin, reside in Hancock.
Congratulations, Paul!

Hancock Central School District

Patrick O’Boyle Hired as Middle/
High School Night Cleaner

Mr. Patrick O’Boyle will be
serving as a middle/high school
night cleaner, effective March 1,
2017. Patrick will be replacing
Steve Miller who has moved to the
elementary school day shift cleaner
position.
Patrick is a 2013 HCS graduate
and a graduate of SUNY-Delhi with
a degree in welding.
Mr. O’Boyle is the son of Tom and Gina O’Boyle and currently
resides in Hancock.
Congratulations, Patrick!

HCS Graduate Jim Wright Inducted
into the Section IV Hall of Fame

Jim Wright is a Hancock CSD
graduate in 1983. Mr. Wright was
a three sport varsity letterman in
basketball, baseball, and track. He
was an All-League performer for
multiple seasons in basketball, and
baseball. During all three of his
basketball seasons he was elected
Press and Sun Bulletin Athlete of
the week posting game high’s 43
points (1981), 41 pts (1982), and 45
pts (1983). Wright averaged 24.1 ppg in his varsity basketball
career from 1981-1983.
In 1982, Wright’ junior year, he led his team to the Section
IV championship game and was honored by being selected the
Susquenango East Division MVP. Wright averaged 23.5 ppg, and
was selected for the All-Metro Team. During the spring season
Wright broke the schools high jump record by clearing a mark of
6 feet 2 inches. He also participated in the 5th Annual East vs.
West New York State Fair Basketball game that summer of 1982.
In 1983, Wright scored 26.5 ppg in basketball totaling his
career points with 1,529 in basketball (Hancock School Record).
Wright scored his 1000 point on December 14 vs Unatego.
Wright’s average for the season was 25.5ppg and he broke the
school record with 45 points against Harpursville. He received
MVP for the Susquenango East Division and was selected for
the All-Metro Team for the second consecutive year in a row.
In the spring season Wright was a second team shortstop for the
1983 Section IV class D champions.
Jim Wright resides in Liverpool NY where he has three sons,
Jim, Patrick, and Michael. He is also works as a Director of
Insurance for Progressive.
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OLWEUS Kickoff with Brian Chevalier

To kickoff our Olweus program this year, we invited songwriter Brian Chevalier to help craft our mission statement into
a memorable song. Brian was at Hancock Elementary for two
days. The first day he worked with each grade level to create
song lyrics about what it means to be a Koalaty kid. On the
second day he sang some songs for us about character education,
including the song that the students in our school created about
being a Koalaty Kid.
He recorded the song and we now have a copy that we can use
at morning program as well as Koalaty Kid Pep Rallies.

Thank You
r!
Mr. Chevalie
Meet Brian Chevalier
Since studying Classical guitar
at Keene State College in Keene,
NH, Brian Chevalier has worked
for over thirty years as a performer in the northeastern and
southeastern United States. Since
1995 he has worked in hundreds of
schools throughout the northeastern United States as a Teaching
Artist. He offers in-school performances, workshops, residencies and enrichment programs that address the Learning
Standards. Brian has received intensive professional development through workshops and seminars with notable
educators from The Lincoln Center Institute. Brian also
facilitates training workshops for teachers and Teaching
Artists. He has been trained in the Lincoln Center approach
to Aesthetic Education. Brian has received numerous grants
from the New York State Council on the Arts administered
through LARAC for which he did many songwriting residencies in schools, composed a collection of songs that
address the history and folklore of the Adirondacks and also
co-wrote a 2 man musical called Adirondack Kids! Brian
has also been funded through numerous other grants for
his work in schools throughout the northeast.
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Elementary School Song
We’re Koality Kids at Hancock.
We’re respectful every day.
We’re smiling and we’re saying, “Hi!”
(Our) kindness goes a long, long way.
(Chorus)
We stand up for each other,
Together one and all,
I’ll use my words, I’ll say “STOP”
And be there if you fall.
At Hancock we don’t just talk the talk
Here we walk the walk
We live, learn and grow
Koality Kids, rock!
Yeah, they rock!
Treating others the way we should
Everywhere at home and school
No doubt we’ll make it happen
We follow the Golden Rule
(Chorus)
We stand up for each other,
Together one and all,
I’ll use my words, I’ll say “STOP”
And be there if you fall.
At Hancock we don’t just talk the talk
Here we walk the walk
We live, learn and grow
Koality Kids, rock!
Yeah, they rock!
At Hancock we don’t just talk the talk
Here we walk the walk
We live, learn and grow
Koality Kids, rock!
Yeah, they rock!
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2017 3-8 Grade NYS ELA and Math Assessments Update
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Capital Project Update
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Sports News
HCS FIELD HOCKEY

SECOND TEAM

Trinity Gotthardt is a junior midfielder/half back and a
second-year starter. She helped her team to transition from
defense to offense and made numerous defensive saves on
would-be goals. Kaci Marino is a junior forward/midfielder and
a second-year starter. She tallied two goals and three assists this
season and was strong in transitioning from defense to offense.
Rose Miller is a senior halfback and first-year starter. She made
many defensive stops on the left side of the field during the
season and was able to feed the ball up to the offense.
Congratulations to the entire field hockey team on a successful season!

D/H CROSS-COUNTRY
The Hancock Field Hockey finished their season on October
18 with a 3-1 loss to Sidney in the opening round of sectionals.
The team finished with an overall record of 7-10 and a 3-3 division record (tied for second). Members of the team were seniors
Brittany Adams, Rose Miller, Natasha Picozzi, Gina Tan,
Bailey Van Loan and Andrea Wadeson, juniors Katelynn
Bennett, Kaylee Gill, Trinity Gotthardt, Mikayla Kravetsky,
Alyssa Makowski, Kaci Marino, Kaitlyn O’Boyle and Lauryn
Sokol and sophomore Riley Ostrander.
This season, seven players were chosen as Section IV, Division
III All-Stars and were recognized at the Senior Classic on
Tuesday, November 1st. In addition to the Division All-Stars,
nine players from Section IV were recognized as All-State players. To be considered for All-State, players were nominated by
coaches and were voted on by all of the Section IV field hockey
coaches. This year, Hancock goalie Andrea Wadeson received
a majority of the votes from Section IV and was chosen as one
of the nine elite players. She is the second Hancock player and
second Hancock goalie since Tozhia Possemato was selected in
2010 to have been selected as an All-State player.

FIRST TEAM

Alyssa Makowski is a junior forward and fourth-year
starter. She tallied a team-leading eight goals and three assists
(19 points—team leader) this season. Natasha Picozzi is a
senior forward and fourth-year starter. She tallied six goals and
a team-leading four assists (16 points) and finished her high
school career with 21 goals and 15 assists. She was one of the
representatives for Hancock in the Senior Classic and scored two
goals in the game. Gina Tan is a senior midfielder/half back and
second-year starter. She was productive at feeding the ball up to
the offense and very stingy on defense. Andrea Wadeson is a
senior goalie and fourth-year starter. She recorded 213 saves and
a .859 save percentage, while finishing her high school career
with 760 saves and a .853 save percentage. She was one of the
representatives for Hancock in the Senior Classic.
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In Cross-Country, 1st team all
stars were Kelsey Young and Dylan
Christ 2nd team all star was Brycen
Burak. Other information about
Kelsey: 1st at Owego Invitational out
of 88, 1st at Delhi Invitational out
of 32, Course Record 1st at Whitney
Point Invitational out of 41, 1st at
MAC Championship out of 53, 2nd
at Maine Endwell Invitational out
of 53, 2nd at Marathon Invitational
out of 158, 3rd at Sectional Class D
Championship out of 86, going to
State meet, and Walton Reporter Athlete of the Week. Dylan
Christ is also going to States but as it was just his first and
last year in Cross-Country (he is a senior), I would say that he
peaked at the right time.
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Sports News
D/H FOOTBALL

D/H GOLF

The 2016 football team started the season against the sectional
class “B” runner up Windsor team. After a disappointing loss,
we faced eventual class “D” Regional Champions Sidney. The
team took the into overtime tied but lost by two. The team then
had consecutive wins against Unadilla Valley and Bainbridge
Guilford before heading into a home game against undefeated
Unatego. The team suffered injuries and eventually lost to what
would become the section four runner up team. During the next
two contests the Eagles lost to Walton and Delhi by one score.
A win was picked up in the first crossover game against Seton
Catholic and a loss to Oxford ended the season with a 3-6 record.
The team suffered injuries resulting in several starting players
were sidelined. Although this hindered the teams fight for a
playoff bid it forced them to utilize a young squad that should be
adapted for the start of next season. The 2017 Deposit Hancock
Eagles will return numerus starters including the entire backfield
and offensive line.
Allstar selections were 1st team, Levi Wormuth, Jackson
Miller, Darrin Shaver, Dustin Daly and Cooper Hall. Honorable
Mention selections were, Austin Lenio and Lucus Resti.

Seth Simmons was my only All Star recipient. He was named
to 1st team All-Star Team. He was ranked number two in the
MAC League. He qualified to play in the Medalist Tournament
in the spring at Cornell University with an average of 2.9 overall.
He was one of eight people in our league to accomplish this.
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Hancock Central School District

HCS VOLLEYBALL

The Varsity Volleyball team finished their season 6-8. The
team was composed of five seniors, one junior, two sophomores,
two freshman and one 8th grader. After qualifying for sectionals
the team lost in the first round to the later sectional champions,
Candor. The team fought hard all season and kept spirits high
as they took on each MAC team.
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Legislative Advocacy
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Terry Whitt, President
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Gene W. Homer
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MISSION STATEMENT: The Hancock Central School District believes that every child can learn and challenges all students to reach their full potential in
a caring and supportive atmosphere. Our school and community partnership provides high expectations for achievement and opportunities to develop
the social, emotional, physical and intellectual well-being of every student.
We are committed to excellence through ongoing assessments and revisions of programs and goals, thus continuing to meet the changing needs of
our community while assuring that our children are successful and prepared to be tomorrow’s leaders.

Veterans Day Celebration

For Veterans Day our 2nd through 4th grade students sang the song America the Beautiful for the Veterans. To wrap up, the entire
school sang This Land is Your Land and Veterans were invited to stay for coffee and doughnuts in the library.

