The Cat’s Meow
Hancock Elementary School

NEWS

May-June 2017

Dear Parents and Guardians,
It is hard to believe how quickly the school year
has passed. I want to thank you for your
support and commitment to the education of the
children of Hancock Elementary School. This
has been a very busy year, and you, as partners
in education, played a great role in making it a
success!
Please continue to work with your children this
summer; read with them, have them count the
change in the change jar, and encourage good
social skills.
It has been a lot of fun working with your
children over the past few months. Hancock
Elementary is a special place with amazing
kids, supportive parents and community
members, and a staff that puts the needs of
children first. I am truly proud to work here!
Have a safe, fun-filled summer!
Mrs. Dennis

Calendar of Events
May 29- No School – Memorial Day
May 31- 2nd Grade Field Trip to Solid
Waste Facility
June 8- 2nd Grade Field Trip to Fort
Delaware
June 14- Field Days and Picnic
June 19- Pre-Kindergarten Graduation,
9:00 a.m.
June 21- Kindergarten Graduation, 9:00
a.m.
June 22- Elementary Awards, 8:30 a.m.

Read Across America
Day
The Elementary School celebrated
Dr. Seuss’ birthday and Read
Across America Day with Mrs.
Dennis reading Hop on Pop. The
students and staff enjoyed freshpopped popcorn and a movie in
the cafetorium.
In the month of March we held a
K-4 reading challenge in the
elementary school. A contest was
organized to see which grade level
could read the most pages
throughout the month. We read a
school total of 28,436 pages and
the 4th grade won the challenge
with a total of 10,913 pages read.
To celebrate a great job with the
reading challenge, Miss Bulman
and Mrs. Hull planned an assembly
where all of the children got to
play Minute to Win It games. A
great time was had by both the
children and the staff.
Our Pep Rally on May 19th was presented by Mrs.
Bass and Mrs. Rice and their first grade classes.
The students did a fantastic job dancing and
singing a song from the movie, Moana. Koalaty
Awards were given to students excelling as
Workers, Samaritans, and Organizers.

CHANGES IN TRANSPORTATION
All transportation changes must go through the office! A note must be
written for EVERY transportation change for your child and should be
sent in with your child in the morning. The note should include the
following:
1. Effective date
2. Child’s first and last name
3. Bus they will be riding, and/or the name
of the person picking them up
4. Full street address where they will be getting off
5. Your complete signature
Please do your best to inform the school of transportation changes

prior to 2:00 p.m.

If your child attends After School Program, please state that, so a copy
of the slip can also be made for that program.
Do not take your child off the school bus without a pink slip from the
office.

WHO’S NEW?
Amber Dennis – Mrs. Dennis, a teacher in the district for over 20 years,
recently became the Director of Pupil Personnel for the Hancock Central
School District. She loves her new position, as it allows her to work with the
students and families in both the Elementary School and the Middle/High
School.
Mrs. Dennis lives in the community with her husband, Ray. In her spare
time, Mrs. Dennis enjoys reading, shopping, and spending time with family.
Stephen Miller – Mr. Miller comes to the Elementary building from the High
School, where he has been with Hancock Central School District for two
years in the maintenance department. He likes that the staff and students
in the Elementary building have been very welcoming and friendly. He
enjoys the students, the fun activities and Morning Program presentations.
Mr. Miller attended SUNY Delhi and East Stroudsburg University receiving a
Bachelors in Sports Management. He played college soccer for four years,
and his current hobbies include sports, fishing and four wheeling.
Welcome, Mr. Miller!

WIN
The Elementary School has started up a new intervention and
enrichment program this year called WIN. WIN stands for “What I
Need”. The program is special because it is built into the school day
so ALL students benefit from this extra intervention and/or
enrichment. The idea of a “built in” intervention time was fostered
by the professional development opportunities teachers gained
from conferences they attended. Some of the main ideas brought
back were, “collaboration with a focus on learning for all” and “a
commitment for continuous improvement”. We decided to bring
these concepts back to Hancock and implement a half hour block of
time on Monday and Friday intended to meet the needs of ALL
students. Teachers group students based on “what they need”
which informs student’s interventions and/or enrichment. Students
are grouped after analyzing performance data, into grade level
“teams” of no more than five students. Intervention and enrichment
is available to all students. Students do not miss any new essential
standards taught during class time. We offer all of our students the
chance to receive support in subjects of need and enriched in
subjects of interest. Some of the options for groups are:
 IPads
 Working Memory Activities
 Computer Lab
 STEM Activities
 Buddy Reading
 Spanish/Music/Art
 Readers Theater
 Puzzle/Board Games
 Physical Fitness and Health
 AND lessons in All Core Subject Areas.
We are committed to continuous improvement and learning and
look forward to continuing this initiative for years to come!

Mrs. Szwed once
again visited
the second
grade classes
to share her
painting talent
with us! She
also came in
during the fall
and painted
gourds with the
students.

The Spanish class visited
second grade classes to
teach them about Cinco de
Mayo. They played Kahoot
to test their knowledge
about this May 5th
celebration. Mrs. Gross
let them taste avocados
and chips with salsa con
queso!

3rd

Graders Visit Japan, Italy, Iraq and India!!

In Mrs. Cooper’s 3rd grade classroom students were able to read both realistic fiction and nonfiction texts to visit several countries around the world. They first read several Magic Tree
House books by Mary Pope Osborne. The characters Jack and Annie took them on several
magical adventures to solve riddles and use magical potions. While reading about Jack and
Annie’s adventures students were able to learn about different countries. As a whole group,
students read about Japan and began the process of discovering Japan with a non-fiction text.
They learned about the land, schools, food and social life, and also worked on paragraph
organization and paragraph writing. Students were then placed into small groups to “visit” Italy,
India and Iraq with Jack and Annie. Once they were done enjoying the adventures they worked
on essay writing with multiple paragraphs. Additionally, they wrote letters to their favorite
author, Mary Pop Osborne, letting her know that they would love to help her write her new
book. Letters were mailed, and students are hoping to hear back from Ms. Osborne. To end the
ELA module and to celebrate all the hard work, students were able to try some cultural foods;
Italy and mini muffin pizzas, India and mango smoothies and Iraq and baklava! They all loved it!!

For Morning Program in March, Mr. Hull came to talk to the
students about the process of making maple syrup. He decided to
make the presentation interactive by taking the students outside
and actually tapping the three maple trees in front of the
Elementary School. At the end of each day, Mrs. Hull took
students out to measure how much sap was collected. They talked
about how the weather affected the amount of sap produced each
day. They found out that the middle tree yielded the most sap.
Students surmised that it was because it got the most sunlight
during the day. Each week Mrs. Hull took the sap home where it
was boiled down until it became maple syrup. At the beginning
of April, Mr. Hull came back and made pancakes for all of the
students and they had an opportunity to sample the pure maple
syrup that came from the sap from our school’s trees.

Arts & Crafts
Fun, easy craft ideas to do with your children!
Magic Pencil Wands:
Pour a small amount of Elmer’s school glue onto a paper plate. Dip your finger in the glue and rub the glue onto a new
pencil, holding on the pencil by its eraser end. Sprinkle or roll the pencil in glitter. Allow to dry. Wrap a pipe cleaner
around the end of the pencil. Attach buttons, paper shapes, foam stars, or whatever you’d like to the end of the pipe
cleaner so that it wiggles when you write.

How to Make Ice Cream in a Bag:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1/2 cup of half and half (also called single
cream and 10% coffee cream)
1 tablespoon sugar
1/2 teaspoon of vanilla
quart size plastic bag (good quality)
gallon size plastic bag
ice
4 tablespoons ice cream rock salt

Mix together the half and half, sugar, and vanilla in
the quart size bag and seal it well. Then put the
quart size bag inside the gallon bag and fill it with
ice. Pour the ice cream salt on top of the ice and
seal the gallon bag. Then shake! Ice cream is ready
to eat right out of the bag when thick like soft serve.

From the Nurse’s Station
Tick Season

It's spring! Which means more time outside, but
also can mean dealing with ticks. There are several
things you can do to protect yourself, such as:

•

•

•

Use repellent that contains 20 percent or
more DEET, picaridin, or IR3535 on exposed
skin.
Wear longer sleeves when playing or
working around wooded areas
Always check yourself from head to toe
when coming back indoors.

Tips on how to remove ticks:
(The information below was taken directly from the
CDC website).
How to remove a tick
1. Use fine-tipped tweezers to grasp the tick as
close to the skin's surface as possible.
2. Pull upward with steady, even pressure.
Don't twist or jerk the tick; this can cause
the mouth-parts to break off and remain in

the skin. If this happens, remove the
mouth-parts with tweezers. If you are
unable to remove the mouth easily with
clean tweezers, leave it alone and let the
skin heal.
3. After removing the tick, thoroughly clean
the bite area and your hands with rubbing
alcohol, an iodine scrub, or soap and water.
4. Dispose of a live tick by submersing it in
alcohol, placing it in a sealed bag/container,
wrapping it tightly in tape, or flushing it
down the toilet. Never crush a tick with
your fingers.
Follow-up
If you develop a rash or fever within several weeks
of removing a tick, see your doctor. Be sure to tell
the doctor about your recent tick bite, when the
bite occurred, and where you most likely acquired
the tick.

