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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello, Friends,
I can hear and feel the typical howl of a harsh, windy winter
day in Upstate New York as I draft my comments for the 2019
Winter edition of the Wildcat News. We
have nearly made it through the long,
dark days of January and, like many of
you, I am anxiously awaiting the relative
warmth, light and hope that February
often brings.
On the school front, we are hard at
work in preparation for the 2019-2020
budget planning cycle. In his annual
address to the residents of New York
state in mid-January, Governor Cuomo
echoed a positive message with respect
to his support of public education in the
year ahead. As we prepare the proposed
2019-2020 spending plan, the Board of Education and I remain
cautiously optimistic the Governor and Legislature will rightfully and courageously ensure that adequate and equitable
school aid revenue will flow from Albany to Hancock and to
all other school districts across New York. We will keep you
updated and informed as the 2019-2020 budget development
process unfolds.
In addition, the recently convened HCS Facilities Planning
Committee will continue to meet throughout the course of the
school year as the District seeks to confirm the final size, scope
and sequence of a potential capital project referendum vote in
September of 2019. Upcoming planning meetings are open to

the public. Please check our redesigned District website (www.
hancock.stier.org) for additional details.
In closing, the theme of this edition of
the Wildcat News is focused on service
and giving — service and giving to one
another within the organization, but even
more important, service and giving back
to the community. To this end, as District
employees, we remain deeply committed
to offering our collective time, talent and
effort across a wide variety of school and
community-based ventures, many of which
are reviewed on the pages that follow.
Enjoy!
As Superintendent of Schools, I would
like to personally thank all of our stakeholders for your ongoing support of the Hancock Central School
District! Please be sure to stay in touch.

We remain
committed to
students,
community.
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Respectfully,

Terrance P. Dougherty, Ph.D.
Superintendent
Hancock Central School District
tdougherty@hancock.stier.org
Twitter: @SLUDAD2017
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SPECIAL DELIVERY: HANCOCK STUDENTS GIVE BACK
All together now. That’s how the Hancock Community Loaves and
Fishes Food Pantry’s annual Food and Toy Drive happens every year,
and the Hancock Central School District is a big part of it.
Nineteen Hancock High School students and two staff members spent
close to two hours moving gift baskets from NBT Bank to the Father
Rausch Memorial Hall of St. Paul’s Catholic Church on Monday morning,
December 17.
“As long as I can keep climbing those stairs at the bank, we’re going
to keep doing this,” said retired Town of Hancock bookkeeper Deborah
Darder, the point person for a tradition that started locally 12 years ago.
Students Alexis Bennett, Catherine Bennett, Trinity Crawson,
Erin Evanitsky, Lana Evanitsky, Sierra Francisco, Brenna Gleim,
Nicholas Gross, Camryn Hazen, Autumn Kellam, Makenna
Loucks, Roger Newman III, Lily Ogazalek, Thomas Schoonmaker,
Katherine Smith, Christian Sokol, Owen Wormuth, Kelsey Young
and Haylee Zartman moved 143 baskets from bank to bus to pantry
with guidance counselor Joan Rice and special education teacher Kristy
White. Darder said 57 women, 49 couples and 37 men signed up this
year for gift baskets.
Darder shops and collects donations year-round to fill the baskets,
which are wrapped and decorated by her sister, Skaneateles resident

Robin Hess-Rulli. The two work with NBT Bank
Branch Manager Dawn Joyce and her sister, Kay
Davis, to create and store eye-catching baskets
stuffed with basic necessities and holiday treats.
“We want them to look like a gift you’d be happy
to give to your best friend,” said Darder, adding
that she’s continuing the work of former event coordinator Soccoro Marin, who died in 2017 at age 66.
“It’s the right thing to
do because there are
people in need. But it’s
not just a church thing,
it’s a Hancock community thing.”
Darder also thanked
HCSD Superintendent
Terry Dougherty and
Hancock Community
Education Foundation
E xe cut ive D i re c t or
L i nd a O ’ B r ien for
setting up a bus and
allowing students to
help.

Back row (l-r): Trinity Crawson, Thomas Schoonmaker, Roger Newman III,
Christian Sokol, Nicholas Gross, Haylee Zartman, Catherine Bennett, Alexis
Bennett, Kelsey Young, Erin Evanitsky, Makenna Loucks, Autumn Kellam, Owen
Wormuth, Deborah Darder, Joan Rice; front: Katherine Smith, Lana Evanitsky,
Lily Ogazalek, Brenna Gleim, Camryn Hazen, Sierra Francisco, Kristy White.

HANCOCK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
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HCS WELCOMES NEW PK-12 PRINCIPAL

The Hancock Central School District welcomes
veteran educator Deborah Darling as its new
PK-12 Principal, Superintendent Terry Dougherty
announced January 21.
“Deb is a long-time teacher who brings tremendous experience and expertise to the position,”
Dougherty said of Darling, approved for the position
during Hancock’s December 10 Board of Education
meeting. She officially started January 22. “Please
join me in welcoming her to the HCS family.”
Johnson City native and Endicott resident
Darling spent the last 16-1/2 years as a middle
school science teacher at Union-Endicott. The former three-sport high school
athlete (basketball, soccer, softball) earned her bachelor’s degree at SUNY
Oneonta, where she also played Division III softball. Darling went on to
Binghamton University for her master’s degree, then started her teaching
career as a long-term substitute in the Harpursville Central School District.
Darling took her first full-time teaching position within the Whitney
Point Central School District, then returned to her alma mater for a short
stint before moving to Connecticut with her husband, Joe. Darling earned a
software-engineering degree online during her two years as a stay-at-home
mom, leading to a job at IBM in Endicott.
“That’s what brought us to Endicott,” she said. “Then IBM left the area (in
2002), so I went back to teaching.”
Darling eventually went back to Binghamton University, too, completing a
Certificate of Advanced Study in Educational Leadership this past December.
“That’s what brought me here,” said Darling, who’s also certified to teach
Biology, Chemistry and General Science. “I think I’m in a unique position
coming in part-way through the school year. Things are already running
smoothly and, therefore, I can just step in and get a good idea of what’s happening and kind of watch it all unfold.”
Darling follows Scot Taylor, whose last day as Hancock’s Interim PK-12
Principal was January 18. Taylor stepped in when former PK-12 Principal Lori
Asquith left Hancock at the beginning of October to become the Principal at
MacArthur Elementary School in Binghamton.

“When I first saw the opening and
actually started looking into it, I just got
this huge sense of community,” Darling said.
“I felt the connection between school and
community, the feeling that no matter
where you are, you’re home.”
“I’m very excited,” she continued. “I see myself trying to become more and
more part of the community and having everybody look at me more as part
of the Hancock family.”
Darling said she and her husband will look to move closer to Hancock after
their youngest, 17-year-old Anna, graduates from Union-Endicott in June. The
couple also have two children in college. Anthony, who turns 21 this week,
attends Binghamton University and Alena, 19, is a student at American
University in Washington, D.C.
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INTERIM PRINCIPAL’S
LAST DAY
Thank you, Mr. Taylor!

The Hancock Central School District wishes
to thank Mr. Scot Taylor for serving as our
PK-12 Interim Principal from October through
mid-January.
A former superintendent who spent decades
working in the Tioga Central School District,
Scot stepped in while Hancock searched for a
full-time replacement for former PK-12 principal Lori Asquith, who became principal of
MacArthur Elementary School in Binghamton
this past October.

The cake says it all:
“Thank You Mr. Taylor”

Thank
You!
WILDCAT NEWS

BOX TOPS

Bring us your Box Tops!

The entire Hancock Central
School District will participate in
the Box Tops for Education program
this year. Clipping Box Tops is an easy way to help earn cash for
our school. Each one is worth 10 cents for our school! Just look for
the pink Box Tops on hundreds of products, then clip them and
send them to school.
Box Tops can be sent in to school in a plastic baggie or envelope,
or dropped off at canisters located in NBT Bank and Sidney Federal
Credit Union in Hancock. Please make sure that clipped Box Tops
have both the expiration date at the bottom and product codes in
the top-left corner visible.
For more information, email Kim Makowski at KMakowski@
hancock.stier.org or Gloria White at GWhite@hancock.stier.org.
Visit the website https://www.boxtops4education.com/ to sign up
as a member (it’s free!) so you can check out our school’s earnings
details and get access to coupons and bonus offers.

VISIT THE WILDCAT DEN!
All Hancock students are welcome to shop for FREE clothes at
the Wildcat Den in Room 227 from 2:30-4 on select Thursdays!

•
•
•
•

Blouses
Coats
Jackets
Pants

•
•
•
•

Scarves
Sneakers
Sweatshirts
And More!

Visit our Facebook page for specific dates.
For more information, email Danielle Gross at
DGross@hancock.stier.org

WILDCATS COMPETE
AT UPSTATE ACADEMIC
COMPETITION

Hancock rebounded from a slow start Tuesday, January
8, with back-to-back wins during the Catskill Area School
Study Council’s annual Upstate Academic Competition
at SUNY Oneonta.
Seniors Riley Ostrander and Owen Wormuth joined
juniors Alexis Bennett, Brenna Gleim, Roger Newman,
Christian Sokol and Kelsey Young in the Jeopardy!-style
tournament, which featured 16 teams from local small
schools (enrollment 300 or fewer).
Each team completed three preliminary rounds of 4-on-4
competition and earned points for correctly answering questions in fields such as Art, English, Geography, History,
Literature, Math, Music, Science and Current Events. The
top eight teams, based on total points amassed in the preliminary rounds, advanced to the quarterfinals.
The Wildcats’ representatives, all members of the
National Honor Society, opened with a 195-90 loss to South
Kortright but battled back for victories over ‘A’ teams from
Cherry Valley-Springfield (140-85) and Gilbertsville-Mount
Upton (145-100). Despite its 2-1 record, Hancock fell five
points shy of the eighth and final seed for the quarterfinals.
Teachers Monica Whitt and Kristy White accompanied
the students to the tournament, which included three teams
from Laurens, two apiece from CV-S and G-MU, and single
entries from Andes, Elmira Notre Dame, Greene, Jefferson,
Milford, Seton Catholic Central and Unadilla Valley.

EXTERNAL AUDIT

HCSD in “Healthy” Fiscal Standing

The Hancock Central School District Board of Education
reviewed and approved the external audit for the 2017-18 school
year during open session at its October 22 meeting.
Raymond G. Preusser, CPA, presented the external audit report,
a comprehensive review and assessment of the financial activities
undertaken by the school district during the 2017-2018 school year.
Mr. Preusser reported that “HCS is in a healthy financial position
as of the close of the 2017-2018 school year and for the immediate
future.” No reportable conditions, qualified comments, or material
weaknesses were cited by Mr. Preusser in the general fund report.
With respect to the audit report, HCS Superintendent Terrance
Dougherty praised the Board of Education, Treasurer Aimee Skiff,
and the central office staff for “responsibly and efficiently managing
a complex fiscal operation.”
The 2017-2018 HCS External Audit has been posted on the
District’s website, www.hancock.stier.org. Hard copies are available
upon request during regular business hours. Requests should be
directed to District Clerk Tammi Wadeson.

HANCOCK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

Seated (l-r): Owen Wormuth, Riley Ostrander,
Alexis Bennett and Roger Newman; standing: Kelsey
Young, Brenna Gleim and Christian Sokol
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A DECEMBER TO REMEMBER

The Hancock Central School District stayed busy in December with lots of activities before the holiday break took us into
the new year.

Veterans Dinner

The Snow Must Go On

The Hancock Central School Student Council hosted a Holiday
Dinner for the Veterans of Hancock at the Hancock American
Legion Post 289 on December 20. Student Council members
Riley Ostrander, Makenna Loucks, Roger Newman,
Michael Makowski and Owen Wormuth welcomed and served
baked ziti to 35 guests. Former HCS student council members
Alyssa Makowski and Andrea Wadeson also helped, as well
as middle school students and American Legion Junior Auxiliary
Members Chiara Wormuth and Addison Makowski.

Hancock Elementary third- and fourth-graders played a
game called “Do you want to build a snowman?” on December 21.
Students worked in groups to scooter and skate with paper
plates across the gym and collect pieces of equipment to build
a “snowman.”

Good Morning, Santa

Senior Play is a Hit

Hancock’s Drama Team played host to its senior play –
Death by Chocolate — on December 7 at the Middle School/
High School Auditorium. Students Nicholas Gross, Lily
Ogozalek, Michaela Mirch, Trinity Crawson, Emmi
Rubera, Cameron Barringer, Harrison Layman, Vanessa
Tompkins, Katherine Smith and Haylee Zartman starred
in the play, which was directed by Monica Whitt, Loa Bagg Noyd
and Kristy White. The event followed the annual Sophomore
Dinner fundraiser at the Hancock House Hotel and was open
to the public. Special thanks to Art Pierson for producing a
video of the play, which is online at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=RQywNWHauQQ&feature=share.

Hancock Elementary School welcomed Santa Claus to a
special morning program December 18. The program featured
awards, songs, family introductions and lots of smiles! Santa
even found time to read a book and pose with our kiddos for
class photos!

Toy Story

Early Christmas Presents

Hancock Middle School sixth-graders made gingerbread
houses and served up some entertainment at the Senior Meals
Christmas Luncheon in Hancock in mid-December. Students
from fifth and sixth grades joined seventh-grade band members
in the holiday music showcase at the luncheon.
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The Hancock Community Loaves & Fishes Food Bank
has run a Toy Drive for children in the community every
Christmas for more than 30 years, and this year was no exception. HCSD staff members and retirees have provided toys for
this worthy cause, which makes Christmas a little brighter
for some students. Last year, more than 80 children received
gifts thanks to this Toy Drive. Thank you to everyone for
showing your community spirit and willingness to help others!

WILDCAT NEWS
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FACILITIES PLANNING COMMITTEE
Planning for the future

A Kick-Off Meeting of the Hancock Central School District Facilities
Planning Committee was held December 12 in the District Offices. Ten
committee members, the Clerk of the Woks and the Architect were in
attendance.
The introduction of the project was given by Dr. Terrance Dougherty,
Superintendent of Schools. He reviewed the values present in the District
and elements of the Strategic Plan, including the Wildcat Pledge, the
District Vision and our Core Beliefs.
The District is targeting the school facilities being “30 Years Ready.”
Dr. Dougherty reviewed the strategy of more frequent, smaller projects
constructed every 5 years to keep the facilities up to date and to meet
educational, safety, security and infrastructure needs of all District
students.
David Gilmore of Highland Associates gave a review of the past Capital
Projects of 2008 and 2014. Elements that were constructed in these
projects at the Elementary School and the Middle/High School included
classroom and gym additions, lighting replacement, roof replacement,
athletics fields renovations, paving and sidewalk replacement, blue stone
plaza replacement, playground upgrades, secure entrances, window
replacement, boiler and HVAC replacements, technology upgrades,
weight room renovation, music suite renovation and hazardous material
abatement.
If the District chooses to propose a project, there will be no additional
tax impact on the taxpayers and the scope of work will focus on Safety,
Security, Building Infrastructure and Technology.
One of the driving forces for the project is the State Education
Department mandated Building Conditions Survey and 5 Year Capital
Plan. This document allows each New York State school district the
ability to plan and project future facility needs in the District. Another
driver is a report compiled by Mauro Enterprises on the safety and
security evaluation of the school facilities.
The potential Capital Project will include work at the Middle/
High School, Elementary School, Bus Garage and the Public
Library as the District is tasked with the upkeep of that facility.
The anticipated Capital Project scope of work to be reviewed
includes:
• Elementary School phone system replacement, additional
security cameras, door hardening, supplemental window
security, serving kitchen renovation, technology upgrades
and continued hazardous materials abatement.
• Middle/High School phone system replacement, additional
security cameras, main entrance cross hallway security
doors, ground floor window hardening, cooking kitchen
renovation, technology upgrades and continued hazardous
materials abatement.
• Bus Garage paving, fence, storm drainage replacement, bus
bay expansion, bus lift replacement, bathroom and conference room upgrades, building slab replacement, HVAC and
HW heating systems replacement, lighting, emergency and
exit lighting replacement, masonry and miscellaneous steel
repair, window and door replacements, roof repair, finishes
upgrades and security upgrades.

HANCOCK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

•

Public Library interior lighting replacement,
bluestone sidewalk replacement, drinking fountain replacement.
• Other elements to be reviewed include site drainage and building generators.
The design team will initially conduct preliminary
reviews of the facilities to put together concepts for
review by the Facilities Committee. The Committee
will begin meeting in February of 2019 to discuss
the specific areas of the project and tour the areas
of consideration. Specific meetings will be conducted
to review Kitchens/Cafeterias, Safety and Security,
Technology, Telephone/Communications, Public
Library, Bus Garage, and Financials.
The District is strongly considering a September
2019 public vote for the Capital Project, pending
a recommendation from the Facilities Planning
Committee to the Board of Education.
In the questions-and-answers portion of the meeting, Rob Wrighter asked if the team had reviewed
demolition and replacement of the transportation
facility. The team had reviewed this and determined
that replacement would be more expensive than renovating. The existing structure is in sound condition
and looks to be a very good candidate for renovation.
C&S has recently completed a transportation facility
renovation similar to our facility and will forward
photographs of the project. The District will nevertheless explore the cost of building a new garage
during the upcoming review process.
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HANCOCK HAPPENINGS . . .
WHEN TO REGISTER FOR SCHOOL

Do you have a child who is ready to attend pre-kindergarten or
kindergarten in the Hancock Central School District? If so, be sure
to register at Hancock Elementary School in March. Pre-K registration is set for March 21. Kindergarten registration is scheduled
for March 28. For more information, call he HES Main Office at
607-637-1219 or email HES Office Secretary Jennifer Brock at
JBrock@hancock.stier.org.

AWARD-WINNERS

Congratulations to our Hancock Middle
School students who earned awards for the
first-quarter marking period! Students of the
Month in December were Weston Layman,
Emmalee Watson and Sarah Gross.
Citizenship awards went to Alyssa Ryder,
Diane Langert-Holdosi, Paislea Ronk
and Regan-Worzel. We also recognized
students on the high honor, honor and merit
rolls, as well as those who achieved perfect
attendance, at both the middle and elementary schools. Keep up the impressive work, kids!

GRINDING IT OUT

Congrats to our Technology 8 class for recently completing a working gristmill! The class assembled, finished and stained this mill
used to grind grain after an energy study that focused on how cams
and gears work. Tyler Allen, Heath Bowker, Nicholas Caiati,
Kaelin Cobb, Ronnie Ellis, Seni Freire, Katherine Gorton,
Peyton Johnson and Makiryn Ostrander worked on the project.

GREAT DAY FOR BUS SAFETY

IT IS ROCKET SCIENCE

HCSD seventh-graders in Don Roney’s Technology
class had a blast December 11 with a water-bottle rocket
project. This rocketry study included safeguarding an egg,
AKA the astronaut, by strategically packing the bottle
with pieces of foam. “They’ve learned about things like
balance, velocity, weight distribution and mass,” Roney
said. “This gives them insight as to how this all works
together.”

BLOOD DRIVE

Sign-up today for the Hancock
Central School District Blood Drive
on February 25! Hancock’s National
Honor Society will sponsor this
American Red Cross blood drive from
10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. February 25.
This blood drive is open to the
public. All presenting donors will
receive a free T-shirt. Donors can
sign up in advance with any Hancock National Honor
Society member. Donors also can set up appointments by
calling 1-800-RED-CROSS or by visiting the Red Cross
online at redcrossblood.org.

A HEALTHY DOSE

Thanks to Vitamin L for visiting the Hancock Central
School District on November 5, when the award-winning
singing group performed for our students in the Middle
School/High School Auditorium. Vitamin L promotes
youth character education through music recordings and
concerts. The Vitamin L Project is a Project Partner of
The Center for Transformative Action.

OPENINGS AT
CHILDREN’S CENTER

The weather cooperated November 7 as a beautiful fall day gave
Hancock Transportation Director Jodi Newman the perfect opportunity to teach Hancock Elementary School second-graders about
School Bus Safety. The National Association for Pupil Transportation
officially celebrated School Bus Safety Week from October 22-26.
The theme for 2018 was “My Driver — My Safety Hero.”
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The Wilson Children’s Center at 61 Front Street in
Deposit has immediate openings in its infant childcare
room (ages 6 weeks to 18 months). Other classrooms also
have openings. The center is open from 7 a.m.-6 p.m.
weekdays and offers full- and part-time services from NYS
OCFS-licensed staff members who are certified in CPR and
First Aid. On-site developmental screenings are available
at no additional cost. For more
information, call 607-467-5437,
email depositchildrenscenter@
tds.net or visit www.wilsonchildrenscenter.com
online.
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PAWSing
TO REFLECT . . .

LITERACY
NIGHTS

HANCOCK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
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PAWSing
TO REFLECT . . .
AFTER SCHOOL
P RO G R A M

FIRE
PREVENTION
WEEK

DAY OF DEAD

HALLOWEEN

THANKSGIVING

PAWSing
TO REFLECT . . .
TS
HOLIDAY CONCER
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GUIDING EYES VISITS HCS

Thanks to Ashley and her dog, Sander, for stopping by the Hancock Central
School District on October 18 to take part in Hancock Elementary School’s
Morning Program!
The duo spearheaded a presentation on Guiding Eyes for the Blind, which
works to enrich the lives of the blind and visually impaired by providing them
with superbly bred and expertly trained guide dogs.
In addition to breeding, raising and training guide dogs, Guiding Eyes trains
students to work with guide dogs that have been carefully selected to match their
individual needs.
Training programs and life-long follow-up support are completely free of
charge thanks to the generous support of individuals, corporations, foundations
and organizations.
For more information, visit the Guiding Eyes website at www.guidingeyes.org.

JARED CAMPBELL DELIVERS POWERFUL MESSAGE TO
HANCOCK STUDENTS
The Hancock Central School District welcomed
award-winning singer/songwriter Jared Campbell
on December 4 for an interactive, entertaining, educational and, at times, emotional performance that
captivated Hancock students in grades 7-12 from
start to finish.

hallway. It’s not just about making it through another day in school. It’s
about doing life and about realizing that we need each other.

“You’ve got to find it in yourself to find out what
you’re living for and how you’re going to live this life,
because I believe it’s a life worth fighting for.”
“I can’t walk into your school with a guitar and change you,” he
continued. “You’ve got to find it in yourself to find out what you’re
living for and how you’re going to live this life, because I believe it’s a
life worth fighting for.”
Following his 55-minute performance, Campbell posed for pictures
and met with students 1-on-1 to talk more about life and the challenges
people face — and ultimately overcome — every day. The Wildcats thank
Campbell for his time, energy and enthusiasm, wish him nothing but the
best in his future endeavors and look forward to seeing him again soon.
For more photos and the live-stream video of his performance Tuesday,
visit our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/HancockCSD/.
For more information on Campbell and his work, visit his Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/jaredcampbellfans and his website
at http://jaredcampbell.com/.

While Vestal resident Campbell
has shared the stage with the likes
of Jason Mraz, The Zac Brown Band
and Journey, he had the Hancock
MS/HS Auditorium all to himself
December 4.
Campbell intertwined personal
stories about life’s unexpected twists
with original and cover songs to
deliver an uplifting message:
“You have an opportunity every
day as students here to do life
together,” he said during the show.
“It’s not just about high-fives in the

HANCOCK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
INDUCTS 11

The Hancock Chapter of the National Honor Society inducted 11 students November 8, at the Hancock Middle School/High School Auditorium.
Congratulations to newcomers Alexis Bennett, Catherine Bennett,
Sierra Francisco, Brenna Gleim, Nicholas Gross, Roger Newman,
Lily Ogazalek, Emily Rubera, Katherine Smith, Christian Sokol
and Kelsey Young!
NHS President Riley Ostrander, Vice President Trinity Crawson and
fellow members Haylee Zartman, Thomas Schoonmaker, Makenna
Loucks, Camryn Hazen, Erin Evanitsky and Owen Wormuth helped
welcome the Class of 2018. Ostrander led the induction and pledge to the
11 new members.
The following NHS members addressed the qualities students must
reflect upon to be inducted into the National Honor Society: Makenna
Loucks (Character), Thomas Schoonmaker (Scholarship), Camryn
Hazen (Leadership) and Erin Evanitsky (Service).
Makenna Loucks and Camryn Hazen presented NHS pins to the
new members to signify their elections. Owen Wormuth and Trinity
Crawson presented certificates and membership cards, and Secretary
Haylee Zartman presided over the signing of the scroll. Each new member
signed the scroll, which features the signatures of every Hancock NHS
member since 1951.
The Induction Ceremony also featured remarks from Superintendent
Terry Dougherty and an entertaining yet profound keynote speech on truth
by special guest Kevin Caramore.
Special thanks to NHS Advisor Monica Whitt, music coordinator Kristy
White, Crazy Daisy Flowers and all the family members and friends who
attended the event.
The Hancock Board of Education, administration, faculty and senior
members extend their sincere congratulations to the new additions to the
Hancock Chapter of the National Honor Society.
For more photos and a video of Thursday’s live stream, visit the Hancock
Central School District Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
HancockCSD/.

Hancock Chapter of the National Honor Society 2018 Inductees—
front (l-r): Lily Ogazalek, Sierra Francisco, Catherine Bennett,
Brenna Gleim, Alexis Bennett and Roger Newman;
back: Christian Sokol, Nicholas Gross, Emily Rubera,
Katherine Smith and Kelsey Young.

National Honor Society
veteran Erin Evanitsky lights a
candle during the ceremony.
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SOLAR SYSTEM

Our kids are model citizens!

Sixth-graders pose with their super-cool,
three-dimensional Solar System models January 15
at Hancock Middle School.
Models literally revolved around the sun and
were graded on properly identifying and positioning the eight planets (Mercury, Venus, Earth,
Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune) and
the dwarf planet Pluto.
Students also got points for submitting neat,
attractive, colorful and creative models. This
assignment counted as two homework grades, too,
and from the looks of things here, our kids earned
high marks!

FREE OFFICE 365
Free Microsoft Office for
Hancock students

Did you know that Hancock Central School
District students can download up to five copies of
Microsoft Office for free using their school email
accounts?
Hancock’s Board of Education approved the
district’s use of Office 365 during its regularly
scheduled meeting December 10. As a result,
the district purchased Microsoft licenses and set
up school email accounts for every student. The
licenses, which are required to log into district
devices, came at no additional cost to the district
as they were built into the 2018-19 school budget.
Each license allows up to five free downloads of
Office 365, which is the cloud version of Microsoft
Office, on compatible PCs and/or MACs. This gives
students access to the full version of Microsoft
Office, which includes programs such as Word,
Excel, Power Point and One Note — programs that
are regularly used in college and career settings.
In short, our students will have everything they
need to create, edit and share documents for as long
as they attend school in the HCSD. To help your
child install Office 365 on a compatible device for
free, visit https://office.com/getoffice365 online
and enter the student’s school email address.

WILDCAT NEWS
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PENNY WARS

Hancock Penny War Raises Close to
$1,300 for American Cancer Society

Congratulations to our overall Penny War winners in
Kerrie Bass’ first-grade class, who helped the Hancock
Central School District raise $1,285.47 for the American
Cancer Society before the new year.
Elementary, middle and high school classes participated
in the fundraiser, which turned spare change into cancer-fighting contributions from October 9 to November 30.
Every classroom in the district received a container
to collect pennies, earning a positive point for each one.
However, rivals could donate other coins and even paper
money to other classrooms to deduct points from those containers. Negative points were based on amounts donated
to opposing classrooms, a nickel counting as five negative
points, a dime as 10 and so on.

HCSD HOSTS LUNCHEON FOR
SENIOR CITIZENS

The Hancock Central School District welcomed local senior
citizens to the high school cafeteria November 8 for its annual
Thanksgiving Senior Luncheon.
Superintendent Terry Dougherty, Interim PK-12 Principal Scot
Taylor and Director of Pupil Personnel Julie Bergman greeted more
than 20 guests, including Board of Education President Terry Whitt
and Vice President Rebecca Smith. Cafeteria Supervisor Joanne
Smith and her staff prepared the Thanksgiving-style meal, complete
with turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing, salad and fruit — not to
mention pumpkin pie and peanut-butter pie for dessert!
Band Director Nicholas Murray and the Hancock MS/HS Band
played holiday music during the event, a tradition that dates back
roughly 20 years, Dougherty said.
For more photos from the Thanksgiving Senior Luncheon, visit
our Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/HancockCSD/.

HANCOCK ELEMENTARY
HONORS VETERANS
Mrs. Bass’ first-graders raised a total of $112.36, with
$70.71 in pennies and $41.65 in other coins/paper from
rival classrooms for the winning difference of $29.06. As a
result, our Penny War champions won an ice-cream party
and bragging rights for the rest of the school year.
Roberta Vasconi-Smith’s fourth-graders were a close
second with a difference of $26.30. The runners-up had
the highest totals across the board, with $143 in pennies
and $116.70 in coins/paper for a whopping $259.70.
Our middle school/high school winners were the fifthand sixth-graders under Kim Newman, Kristina Dufton,
Gloria White and Debbie Charles. They produced $147.51
on $77.71 in pennies and $69.80 in other coins/paper for
a difference of $7.91.
Honorable mentions went to K athryn Cooper’s
third-graders ($142.62 total) and our faculty/staff ($46.20
total).
“I was thinking we’d raise perhaps $500,” Penny War
organizer Kristy White said, “so I am completely stunned
and humbled that the district raised $1,285.47.”
The 2018 Penny War was part of a large initiative by the
Employee Advisory Group. Special thanks to NBT Bank
for helping us count and roll coins!
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The Hancock Central School District
honored local military veterans November
8 during Hancock Elementary School’s
Morning Program in the cafetorium.
The program featured the Pledge of
Allegiance, national anthem, Hancock
MS/HS Band and a capella performances
by students in grades K-4. Our youngsters also introduced family
members and waved flags before this large group of heroes retired
to the HES Library to enjoy coffee and donuts.
Former Hancock Technology Coordinator Bill Christian was
among the veterans in attendance Thursday. Christian, who served
four years in the Marines, retired in March after 20 years with
the district.

Visit the Hancock Central School District Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/HancockCSD/) to see more photos and
a video of the live stream from the November 8 Morning Program.
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SPEECH & DEBATE TEAM EXCELS AT TOURNAMENTS
Congratulations to the Hancock Central School District’s
Speech & Debate Team, which placed second November 3 at
the Delaware County Bar Association Tournament in Walton.
Lily Ogozalek and Emily Rubera placed first and second,
respectively, in Dramatic Interpretation and earned half-bids
in their initial journey to national competition. Ogozalek also
took third in Impromptu. Andrea Cotza continued to impress
in Extemporaneous, winning the top prize this time.
The trio combined to win five trophies during the Catskill
Area School Study Council Speech and Debate Tournament
on October 20 at SUNY Oneonta. Lily took first place in
Impromptu and Emily placed second in the same category.
They also finished second and third, respectively, in Dramatic
Interpretation on October 20, when Andrea placed third in
Extemporaneous.
On December 1, Lily and Emmi added to their ever-growing
trophy cases following the SUNY Oneonta Speech and Debate
Tournament. Lily placed first in the Impromptu category and
Emmi took second in Dramatic Interpretation. The two also
finished second as partners in Duo.

CALL ME!

With Facebook, Twitter, texting and countless other communication tools at our fingertips, we certainly have embraced all
of the advantages of new technology. Nonetheless, the best way
to communicate within the Hancock Central School District
is to call us.
When you need clarification, additional information, an
answer to a pressing question, etc., or have any recommendations or concerns, the best practice is to call the Main Office of
your child’s school. Classroom or course-specific questions can

For Questions About
Academics
Athletics
Behavior
BOE Policies
Budget
Building Use
Cafeteria
Classroom Procedures
Co-Curricular
Facilities
Health Office
Scheduling
Special Education
Transportation

Contact Information

1st Contact

2nd Contact

3rd Contact

4th Contact

Teacher
Coach
Teacher

Guidance Counselor
Athletic Director
Director of Pupil Personnel/
PK-12 Principal
Superintendent
Business Manager

PK-12 Principal
PK-12 Principal
Superintendent

Superintendent
Superintendent

District Clerk
Business
Administrator
PK-12 Principal
Café Manager
Teacher
Advisor
Supt. Bldg. & Gr.
Building Nurse
Teacher
Teacher
Bus Driver

Supt. Buildings & Grounds
PK-12 Principal
PK-12 Principal
PK-12 Principal
Superintendent
PK-12 Principal
Guidance Counselor
Director of Pupil Personnel
Transportation Director

Elementary School Office.......................................... 637-1219
Middle/High School Office.........................................637-1305
CSE Office.................................................................. 637-1315
Food Service Office.................................................... 637-1320
Superintendent’s Office............................................. 637-1301
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be directed to your child’s teacher via a call to the Main Office.
Email can be effective when reaching out to school officials.
In most cases, though, it is best to use email to schedule a phone
call or a face-to-face meeting. The dialogue that can be established with a phone call cannot be duplicated via text or email.
Parents should consult and follow this Communications
Chart when attempting to contact the District about the following issues.

Board of Education
Superintendent
Supt. Secretary
Superintendent
Superintendent
Superintendent
Superintendent
PK-12 Principal
PK-12 Principal
Superintendent

Board of Ed.
Superintendent

Superintendent
Superintendent

Elementary School Health Office............................ 637-1220
Middle/High School Health Office........................... 637-1310
Transportation Department....................................637-5322
Buildings and Grounds............................................ 637-1313
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Sports Roundup

HANCOCK ATHLETES SHINE

CONGRATULATIONS TO . . .

1.		Hancock sophomore guard Laycee Drake for scoring her 1,000th point as a varsity girls basketball
player during Deposit/Hancock’s 61-43 Midstate Athletic Conference victory over Unadilla Valley on
Wednesday, January 16! Laycee finished with 24 points for the Eagles in the road win.
2.		Hancock junior bowler Brenna Gleim, who rolled a 289 game and a 685 series on Friday, January
11, in a Midstate Athletic Conference match at Galaxy Bowl in Bainbridge. Brenna followed games
of 206 and 190 with 10 straight strikes en route to her 289 in the third game.
3.		Hancock junior Christian Sokol, who earned an honorable mention on the New York State
Sportswriters Association’s 2018 Class D All-State Football Team in early January. Christian played
for the Deposit/Hancock Eagles, who finished third in Division V of the Section 4 Football Conference
this past fall. Christian also received Section 4 Division V All-Star honors, along with D/H teammates
Dominic Wormuth, Tyler Santamaria, River Burgess, Christian Sokol, Hunter Miller and
Luke Resti.
4.		Hancock junior Kelsey Young, who earned Class D Second Team all-state honors in cross country from
the New York State Sportswriters Association and WCDO’s Runner of the Year award in December.
The 2018 all-state honor marks Kelsey’s fourth in high school cross country. The Deposit/Hancock
Eagles standout earned honorable mentions in eighth and ninth grade, and made the Third Team
as a sophomore.
5.		Hancock senior wrestler Owen Wormuth for breaking the school record for varsity wrestling victories
on Monday, January 28, at Deposit High School. Owen’s first-period pin during Deposit/Hancock’s
non-league match against Maine-Endwell marked his 141st varsity victory, breaking the record of
140 set by his older brother Levi.
6. And to all of our athletes who earned awards from the Midstate Athletic Conference and the New
York State Public High School Athletic Association for the 2018 fall sports season.
7. Our MAC All-Stars were Sierra Francisco, cross country; Kelsey Young, cross country; Laycee
Drake, field hockey; Luke Resti, football; and Christian Sokol, football. MAC All-Star honors
also went to Haylee Zartman, cross-country; Trinity Crawson, volleyball; and Riley Ostrander,
field hockey.
8. Our MAC Scholar-Athletes were Ethan Hunt, football; Roger Newman, golf; Kelsey Young, cross
country; Riley Ostrander, field hockey; and Camryn Hazen, volleyball.
9. The following students and teams were recognized as NYSPHSAA Scholar-Athletes as well.
• Cross-Country: Sierra Francisco, Kelsey Young and Haylee Zartman
• Field Hockey: Laycee Drake, Avery Ostrander and Riley Ostrander
• Football: Isaac Felter, Ethan Hunt, Tom Kravetsky, Tom Letosky, Lucas Resti, Christian
Sokol, Dustin Wormuth and Owen Wormuth
• Golf: Brenna Gleim, Chris Gross, Nick Locke, Michael Makowski, Roger Newman, Logan
Westbrook and Nathaniel Westbrook
• Volleyball: Trinity Crawson and Camryn Hazen.
• Team Awards: Girls Cross-Country, Field Hockey, Golf and Volleyball.

HANCOCK CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
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HCS Emergency Closing Procedures and FAQs

When Severe Winter Weather Strikes

Introduction
Winter weather in the Catskill Mountain Region and
Northeastern Pennsylvania can be very unpredictable.
When severe weather strikes our area, our number
one concern is the safety of all Hancock Central
School District students. Specific plans and protocols
are in place to ensure that all students and staff members arrive at school safely.
Decision-Making Process
The decision to close school is made by the
superintendent of schools working in consultation
with the district transportation supervisor and
representatives from New York State, Delaware
County, DCMO BOCES, and the Town and Village of
Hancock. Information provided by various weather
service reports, newscasts, and computer simulations
also factor into the final decision-making process.
Finally, as needed, the Superintendent of Schools and
Transportation Director will drive district primary
and secondary roads in order to evaluate travel safety.
Variables that factor into the school closing decisionmaking process include, but are not limited to, amount
and type of snow or freezing rain, timing of first
snowfall and anticipated end, ability to clear primary
and secondary roads and school district parking lots,
building conditions, temperature, and wind and wind

chill. Depending on a host of circumstances and factors,
the District may elect to delay the start of school by two
hours until 10:00 a.m., close for the day, dismiss early at
12:30 p.m., or cancel all after-school events at the end of
the day.
Communications Plan
In general, the decision to delay the start of school or
to close for the day is made no later than 5:30 a.m. and
is subsequently communicated to all stakeholders via
the following media no later than 6:00 a.m.:
Television

WBNG, WNEP, WYOU, WICZ, YNN, WBRE
Radio

WAAL, WHWK, WDLA, WDNH, WNBF,
WWYL, WYOS, WINR, WENE, Magic 101.7,
STAR 105.7
Website

www.hancock.stier.org
Cell/Telephone

Global Connect automatic notification system,
637-8000. Decisions to dismiss school early or
to cancel after-school activities will be similarly
disseminated using the communications venues
listed above.

FAQS
Q: When is the decision made to close or delay

school?
A: In general, the following timeline is used to frame
school closing and delay decisions:
5:30 a.m.—Preliminary decision is made to close
or delay school
5:45 a.m.—Media outlets are notified of school
closing or delay
6:00 a.m.—School closing/delay decision is
communicated to all district stakeholders
10:00 a.m.—On days when school is in session
and weather conditions deteriorate, the
decision to dismiss early is made and
communicated at this time
12:30 p.m.—Early dismissal time for inclement
weather
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1:00 p.m.—On days when school is in session
and weather conditions deteriorate, the
decision to cancel after-school activities is
made and communicated at this time
Q: Who makes the decision to delay or close school?
A: The superintendent of schools makes the decision

to close school in concert with the district
transportation director, NYS and county officials, and
Village and Town of Hancock officials. In addition,
select television and computer weather forecasts
weigh in the final decision-making process.

Q: If school is closed, are evening and weekend

activities canceled?

A: If the Hancock Central School District is closed due

to inclement weather, then all evening activities are
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canceled as well. On days when school is in session
but conditions deteriorate over the course of the
day, a decision to continue after-school activities
will be made no later than 1:00 p.m.
Q: As a parent/caretaker, can I keep my child home on

inclement weather days?
A: Parents/caretakers are encouraged to use their
best judgment to determine what is best for their
children. Parents/caretakers are expected to notify
the school district of their child’s excused absence.
Q: Are we going to have to make up snow days?
A: The school district builds additional days into the

school calendar each year to account for time lost
to inclement weather. However, in the event this
additional time is exhausted due to extraordinary
weather conditions, the Hancock Central School
District Board of Education retains the right
to extend the school year by scheduling school
during vacation holidays such as the mid-winter
break in February or the annual spring recess.

Q: What are the various states of winter weather

awareness that may be declared by the National
Weather Service?
A: The National Weather Service may make the
following declarations when severe winter weather
is forecast to present a potential risk to travelers.
Winter Storm Watch

Conditions are favorable for a winter storm event
(heavy sleet, heavy snow, ice storm, heavy snow
and blowing snow or a com-bination of events) to
meet or exceed local winter storm warning criteria
in the next 24 to 72 hours. Criteria for snow is 7
inches or more in 12 hours or less; or 9 inches or
more in 24 hours covering at least 50 percent of
the zone or encompassing most of the population.
Use “mid-point” of snowfall range to trigger a
watch (i.e., 5-8 inches of snow = watch).
Winter Storm Warning

A winter storm event (heavy sleet, heavy snow,
ice storm, heavy snow and blowing snow or a
combination of events) is expected to meet or
exceed local winter storm warning criteria in the
next 12 to 36 hours. Criteria for snow is 7 inches
or more in 12 hours or less; or 9 inches or more in
24 hours covering at least 50 percent of the zone or
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encompassing most of the population. Use “midpoint” of snowfall range to trigger warning (i.e.,
5-8 inches of snow = warning).
Winter Weather Advisory

A winter storm event (sleet, snow, freezing rain,
snow and blowing snow, or a combination of
events) is expected to meet or exceed local winter
weather advisory criteria in the next 12 to 36
hours but stay below warning criteria. Criteria
for snow is 4 inches or more in 12 hours or
less covering at least 50 percent of the zone or
encompassing most of the population. Use “midpoint” of snowfall range to trigger advisory (i.e.,
2-5 inches of snow = advisory).
Q: What are the various states of winter weather

awareness that may be declared by Delaware
County?
A: Delaware County may declare the following:
State of Emergency

This declaration may be made by the County Chief
Executive in the event that conditions are so severe
as to require additional resources by the county.
Included in the declaration of a state of emergency
may be various “orders.” These orders could
include road closures for the entire county or for
specific roads within the county. Road closure
orders are meant to keep non-essential persons
off the roads and to help keep the roads clear
of motorists so that highway departments can
more effectively clear them. The superintendent
of schools is charged with determining which
district personnel are considered essential and
thus authorized to travel on roads that have been
ordered closed.
Travel Advisory

The County may also issue a travel advisory
either in conjunction with the State of Emergency
declaration or as a stand-alone “order.” A travel
advisory is just that—an advisory to motorists
to alert them that some road conditions may
be deteriorated in the area and that persons
traveling should use caution.
Unless otherwise stated by Delaware County, the
decision to delay or close school remains at the
discretion of the Superintendent of Schools.
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The Wildcat Pledge: We nurture and empower each learner’s unlimited capacity to become a responsible citizen with a promising future.
Our Vision: Striving for excellence as an innovative, advanced and reflective school community.

CALL ME!

With Facebook, Twitter, texting and the countless other
communication tools at our fingertips we have certainly
embraced all the advantages that come with this new technology. Nonetheless, the best way to communicate within the
Hancock School District is to call us.
When you need clarification, additional information, have
a pressing question or any commendations or concerns, the
best practice is to call the Main Office of your child’s school.
Classroom or course specific questions can be directed to your
child’s teacher via a call to the Main Office. Email can be effec-

For Questions About
Academics
Athletics
Behavior
BOE Policies
Budget
Building Use
Cafeteria
Classroom Procedures
Co-Curricular
Facilities
Health Office
Scheduling
Special Education
Transportation

Contact Information

1st Contact

2nd Contact

3rd Contact

4th Contact

Teacher
Coach
Teacher

Guidance Counselor
Athletic Director
Director of Pupil Personnel/
PK-12 Principal
Superintendent
Business Manager

PK-12 Principal
PK-12 Principal
Superintendent

Superintendent
Superintendent

District Clerk
Business
Administrator
PK-12 Principal
Café Manager
Teacher
Advisor
Supt. Bldg. & Gr.
Building Nurse
Teacher
Teacher
Bus Driver

Supt. Buildings & Grounds
PK-12 Principal
PK-12 Principal
PK-12 Principal
Superintendent
PK-12 Principal
Guidance Counselor
Director of Pupil Personnel
Transportation Director

Elementary School Office.......................................... 637-1219
Middle/High School Office.........................................637-1305
CSE Office................................................................. 637-1315
Food Service Office....................................................637-1320
Superintendent’s Office............................................. 637-1301
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tive when reaching out to school officials, but in most cases it is
best to use when scheduling a phone call or face-to-face meeting.
The dialogue that can be established via a phone call cannot
be duplicated via text or an email. The best place to start for
all school related inquires is your child’s principal.
The following communications chart is a tool we hope parents will consult when attempting to contact the School District
on the following issues.

Board of Education
Superintendent
Supt. Secretary
Superintendent
Superintendent
Superintendent
Superintendent
PK-12 Principal
PK-12 Principal
Superintendent

Board of Ed.
Superintendent

Superintendent
Superintendent

Elementary School Health Office............................ 637-1220
Middle/High School Health Office........................... 637-1310
Transportation Department....................................637-5322
Buildings and Grounds............................................ 637-1313

WILDCAT NEWS

